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President s Message
Hello!
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Ink Custom Home Design, with offices just west of Austin. It is my hono
have recently been sworn in as the President of TIBD.

| meet a lot of people in my line of work, many of them very interesting g
capable people, so | feel like | have soemperience from which to say that
if you are reading this letter, if you are a building designer, that you are
of a very special group. You are creative. On some level you are an ar
Likely you are a business owner. Almost certainly you aredd a
renegade and not much of a rule follower. Possibly you were not born v
a silver spoon in your mouth, but rather worked hard to get to this point.
You probably have some passipwhether to improve the built
environment or to save the planetthat drives you to do better at your
work every day than the day before. | am proud to count myself among
your ranks and | hope that | can make some difference as your presider

Please let me know what you need and/or want from me as your presidg
and from your organization in general. My first official action as presider
will be to have a work session with the Executive Council of the organiz{
G2 F2N¥Ndz 0SS az2yS LXfLFya F2N GKS
in a vacuum. Please sendyatbomments, questions or suggestions to me
e-mail so that we may correctly focus our efforts.
janethobbs@hobbsink.conb 2y QG 6S o6 a KF dz @ ¢
and want from this professional orgaation. If you have talked to people
who are no longer members or who are prospective members who have
joined for some reason, tell me what that reason is. | REALLY want to K
how we can serve you better.

Respectfully yours,

Janet L. Hobbs, AIBD
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53rd Annual Convention - Recap

The 53rd Annual TIBD Convention was a big success with over 30 designers in attendance. The sel
were very educational and the presenters were welised on their subject matter. Friday night's Head t
Head Design competition was a lot of fun as teams worked on a design for 'Bubba’s Bait Shop'. The
team was presented by new member Ramiro Lucas of Brownsville. New member Alex Banda also
particpated in the competition. The King William Historic District displayed several different architectt
styles from the late 1800's to early 1900's. The group toured the Steves house, which is in a remarkg
state of preservation with many original furhiags and ceiling murals present in the home. If the name
sounds familiar to you the Steves family started a lumber business in San Antonio, and today the fan|
manufactures doors. The Awards Banquet Saturday night showcased the best work of suthpepast
year. Winners will be posted soon on the TIBD website.

The TIBD Board met on Friday morning and took these actions:

1 Approved the 2012012 budget

1 Voted aspecial assessmertb fund legislative effortsSee detailed article for more informatio

9 Authorized planned overhaul and updating of TIBD website

1 Approved second printing of TIBD promotional brochures

1 Reviewed portable displays that could be used at a variety of events, including display in the (
building during the legislative sessidProposals will be presented at the next Board meeting.

1 Approved changes to the Book of Rules allow electronic Board meetings

1 Approved changes to the Book of Rules to align provisions with AIBD membership rules

1 Accepted five new members

The TIBD Generlembership met on Saturday morning and took these actions:
1 Approved ByLaw revision to allow the offices of Secretary and Treasurer to be held by the san
person.

1 Approved ByLaw revision that removes the language concerning Board membership size. This
provision will be rewritten and moved to the Book of Rules.
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Texas Legislative Update

The 2011 Texas legislative regular session ended on Mayt8main issue facing legislators was
developing a balanced budget despite faciagaificant projected deficitofr the tweyear budget cycle.
While legislators passed a $172 billion budget (which is 8 percent lower than the current budget), Go
Perry called a special session that began on May 31to pass needed measures &vensaseare in line
with the spending plan, as well as enact Medicaid-sagihg and efficiency measures, and several other
topics. In passing the budget, state leaders kept their pledge to not increase taxes or fees.

Building Design Exemptions
Therewere also several issues of interest to TIBD memb&smost importance, there were no bills that
adversely impacted the exemptions under which building designers operate.

Perhaps the most significant bill that pas@®ecqd
Katy), which reorganizes the schedule for when a large number of state agencies will undergo sunse
review. Under this bill, the Texas State Board athAitectural Examiners, as well as the Board of

Professional Engineers, will undergo sunset review during the interim and will be the subject of sunsg
legislation during the 2013 legislative session.

In 2003, when the Board of Architectural Examinas lwent through the sunset process, there was a m
effort to reduce the square footage of buildings that could be designed by a building designer from 2(
square feet to 5,000 square feet. TIBD succesdmlight topreserve the exemption for coramial
buildings and warehouses.

TI BD is already gearing up t o mak eepesentee duriny ehe
current sunset review process, which will get underway later this year.

TIBD also followed a number of othbills during the regular session.

Fire sprinklers
TIBD joined with the Texas Association of Builders and other groups in opposing HB 1876 by Rep. Vicki Fruitt
Southlake), which would have allowed cities to hold a vote to determine whether to adbptdinances requiring
fire sprinklers in new singt&amily homes and duplexed.he legislation was filed in response to a bill passed in 2(
which prohibits cities from enacting requirements after January 1, 2009 for fire sprinklers to be instadledr
existing one and two family dwellings. HB 1876 died in committee.

Rainwater harvesting
Three bills also passed dealing with standards for rainwater harve$taegmain billon this topic was HB
3391 by Rep. Doug Miller. Under current ldwarvested rainwatehas typically been used only fo
nonpotable purposessuch as irrigation Under the new legislation, the Texas Commission
Environmental Quality will develop rules to allow the use of harvested rainwater for indoor potabl
when sgh systems are connected to a public water supply. Under the legislation, someone conn
rainwater system to a public water supply for potables uses must receive the approval of the munic
owner/ 6operators of t hé&hepegidiation also enadurages cgies pna kcopntig
encourage rainwater harvesting for residential, commercial and industrial facilities. Among
provisions, the bill also amends current law to provide that a property owner association (RO#xaea
restrictions on the size, type and shielding of a rain barrel or rainwater harvesting system if is visib
the street, a common area or another | ot, pr g
and there issiffireasnonhalargyad on the property f
September 1, 2011.
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Texas Legislative Update - Continued

Note: HB 3372 by Rep. Tracy King {Dvalde) and SB 1073 by Sen. Mike JacksofLéRPorte), which
also passed, contain some similar requirements, but are not as comprehensive as HB 3391.

Solar Devices

HB 362 by Rep. Burt Solomons {Barrollton) limits he ability of POAs to limit homeowners frof
installing solar power devices unless: a court has found that it threatens public health or safety or \}
law; it is locatedin a common area an POA owned maintained propertyit is not located eitheon the
home 6s anaherfstrutture allowed undie dedicatory instrumehtorwi t hi n t he p
fenced yard or patioAmong other provisions, the POA can restrict roof mounted systems that bigkeed
than the rooflineanddoné@ confom to the slope of the roafr if located in a fenced yard or patis taller
than the fence line. The POA can also restrict systestalled without prior approval within a reasonal
time or within the time specified by th@edicatory instrumentHB 362 was effective June 17, 2011.
County OrdinancéMaking Power

A number of bills that would have granted counties across the state more powers regulating develop
were not successful, including HB 1649 by Rep. Marisa Marquez @aso), which wald have allowed a
county to issue a certificate of compliance with building codes before allowing utilities to be connectg
certain new residential construction in unincorporated areas,

Other bills of interest

A couple other bills of note, includéB 1168 by Rep. Doug Miller, which revised smoke alarm
requirements for rental properties and HB 2266 by Rep. Wayne Srmaghy®wn), which allows a county
to issue a partial certificate of compliance for any portion of the building or complex the anspect
determines is in substantial compliance with the fire code. Both bills are effective September 1, 2011
Finally, the long running dispute between architects and engineers about whether certain engineers
allowed to do building design was finallys@ved in HB 2284 by Rep. Rick Hardcastle\{Brnon). HB
2284 is effective September 1. 2011.

Copies of all bills can be found atvw.capitol.state.tx.us
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Special Assessment to fund legislative efforts

As reported earlier, the Board voted that a special assessment over and above the annual memberg
dues be paid by all TIBD members. The assessment amounts will be $75 in ti02Q%iscal year and $
100 for the 2012013 fiscal yar. This action deserves a detailed explanation so members can unders
both the necessity and urgency of the Board's action.

In the 2013 Legislative session the Texas Architectural Practice Act will come up for Sunset
Commission review by the Texagistature. This will be an opportunity for amending the Act's provisid
including the exemptions under which building designers are allowed to practice in Texas. Designer
State have enjoyed some of the most liberal exemptions in the US widindegp practice. This status is
direct result of the efforts of the TIBD, which has funded professional representation in our State Ca
along with volunteer efforts to educate and influence our legislators. It is imperative that action be tal
in the earliest phases of committee hearings to prevent an unfavorable amendment being attached f{
bill and voted on during the 2013 session.

The Board projects a shortfall in funding due to the reduced membership numbers brought al
by the poor econom. The Board is also mindful of the fact that those of you who remained members
were not immune teeconomichardship and should not be expected to carry this burden completely.
Efforts are already underway to publicize our situation anticitnew membersand/ or donations to help
fund this effort. Every member can help in this effort and we will be making materials available to su
these efforts. However, the assessment represents a safeguard measure to fund a good portion of t
expenses involved.

It would be apprpriate to review what transpired in 2003 when the Sunset Committee propos
amending the Texas Architectural Practice Act. The proposal to reduce exemptions included lowerin
non-residential exemption to 5000 square feet and disallExemptions for any project classified as a
publicaccommodationin effect eliminating building designers from the bulk of the mesidential
projects in the state. The House committee hearing the bill adopted the modifications but the Senate
version didnot, which ultimately prevented any changes.

The experience in 2003 serves as a reminder to be prepared and involved early in the hearin
to prevent unfavorable changes froatcurring The Texas Society of Architects has 17 chapters statev
with over 5000 members, and are very capable of mounting a campaign to amend the law if they ch
There may be other stakeholder groups who could seek changes as well. The good news is we can
ready to defend our right to practice and gather allies who suiiport ourposition A key component is
to have professional representation working for us and advising us to maximize the results of our eff
In support of that goal, the Board is compelled to act to secure funding for these services.
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Announcement:
| would like to introduce
your new TIBD Newsletter

of Corpus Christi, Texas.
Past President of TIBD, Jeff
Koellman, noticing my panic
stricken look a few weeks ag®
as | was voted in as President generously offered
take over my duties as newsletter editadeff

thrives on arenvironment of over commitment and
challenge so this was the perfect duty to add to his
life. He is an extremely active gupetween his
work and volunteer activities, he somehow fits in
fatherhood, being a husband and maybe gets abo|
five minutes a dato do something for himselfHe

is just back from a week of service work with the
United Methodist Church at Sea City Work Camp
and has jumped in to get you this newsletter in the
wake of our terrific convention in San Antonio
earlier this month.Pleag welcome him and please
shower himwith news d your great
accomplishments to include in the next
newsletter. jkoellman@att.net

Tech Tip:

If you missed Alan Kent's 'Simple Steps to
Creating Complicated Roofs' seminar at the
convention we will pass along a great concept.
Eagleview Technologies offers a service that w
give you as built roof dimensions including pitch
via satellite mappingA handy tool for designing
additions to existing buildings and a reasonablg
cost for the service. Visitww.eagleview.conto
learn more.

—

5 NJ F ( CADSéftvate is a free download

available from DassaulystémesThe company
recently announced dual milestones, their one yegd
anniversary of introduction and over one million

downloads DraftSightis a professionafjrade, open
2D CAD mduct for users who want a better way to
read, write and share DWG fileBraftSight is easy
to use and is available for professional CAD userg
students and educators to download and activate
for free atDraftSidnt.com. The product is basic 2D
CAD software that is handy to have if you work wi
files from other firms or are not an AutoCAD user.
You can view, print, and save different versions of
DWG file as needed.

Special Recognition:

Jesse Gonzalez of San Antonio, a past Preside|
and member of the AIBD College of Fellows, w
awarded the AIBD Compass Club Diamond pin
Jesse is the first member to reach this
RSaA3IylLdA2y &aayos
Congratulations.
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Alex Banda Professional Brownsville

Michael Ertzinger Professional The Woodlands
Charles Kleindinst Professional Montgomery
Ramiro Lucas Professional Brownsville
Robert Ross Associate Practicing Brownsville

New Website Coming Soon!
WatchF 2 NJ 2dzNJ ySg 221 2y (GUKS ¢L.5 gSoardSo ! fajg
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